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our friends in Turkey? * The Prime Minister promised him
that he would hurry on the matter as quickiy as he could.
On the first of April the treaty was brought before Parlia-
ment in the form of a Bill.
The situation provided by this debate was complicated
and in some ways unique. The Treaty of Lausanne was the
outcome of two conferences held in the life-time of the Bonar
Law—Baldwin administration.  The first sat in the form of
three committees between November  1922, and February
1923, and has been brilliantly set out by Harold Nicolson
and Lord Ronaldshay in their respective studies of Lord
Curzon's career. This conference laid down  the general
lines of subsequent agreement between Kemalist Turkey
and Great Britain.  Harold Nicolson justly acclaims Lord
Curzon's handling of that assembly. * It will always remain
among the classic examples of expert diplomacy *,   But it
was not merely a matter of preparation for British diplo-
matic victory,  or  the  restoration  of   our   prestige;   it  is
essential to keep in mind the issues that were Curzon's
objectives in all the discussion at the time—the freedom of
the Straits, the Mogul  question,  and the Turkish-Soviet
alliance.  The conference is important also in that it liqui-
dated the Chanak crisis. The implications of Chanak were
grave.   For the first time since the war, the world had
witnessed the Allies refusing to co-operate against a military
threat from one of the defeated powers and Great Britain
left alone to meet superior force. It is notorious that elation
and defeatism change sides with bewildering rapidity in
international affairs.   In this dangerous atmosphere of dis-
cord and disillusion Curzon helped Kemal to consolidate,
but Kemal's victory was Curzon's ultimate vindication, for
it meant the voluntary retirement of Turkey from the sphere
of European ambition and European rivalry.
Curzon's negotiations, however, did not complete the
procedure. Indeed when we left Lausanne there was the
outward appearance of deadlock, but when the Turkish

